Antagonists vs. Protagonists
Antagonists and Protagonists are different kinds of characters. They play important parts of stories. A protagonist is the main character of a story. They are usually referred to as the “hero” of the story, or the “good guy”. But, the protagonist isn’t always the good guy. An antagonist is the character that is opposing the protagonist. Usually the “villain” is the antagonist. Think of a show like SpongeBob. SpongeBob would be the “protagonist”. He is the main character of the show. But every protagonist needs an antagonist! That’s where Plankton comes along. Plankton would be the show’s “antagonist”. But the “antagonist” isn’t always the bad guy. The definition of antagonist is a character that is opposing the protagonist. So if you were reading a book like The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke, the thieves are the protagonists in Italy, where they steal so that they can live. Their enemies, or “antagonists”, are the police. The police are the “good guys” in real life, but in this story they are opposing the main characters, making them antagonists. It can get confusing, but it is easy when you think about it. 
Static vs. Dynamic


Characters aren’t just described as antagonists or protagonists. Characters can also be defined as static or dynamic. A static character is one who doesn’t have any important changes throughout the story. These characters can be found in practically every book, story, movie, etc.. A dynamic character is a character who makes an important change throughout the story. Think about the book Freak The Mighty. In this book, Kevin is a dynamic character. This is because in the beginning, he has a very low self-esteem. As the book goes on, his self-esteem builds up. In the end of Freak The Mighty, Kevin has a very high self-esteem. Since he made such a change throughout the book, Kevin can be defined as a dynamic character. Freak is the opposite. In the beginning  of the book, Freak is the same he is in the end of the book. This makes him a static character.
